
Each PWID can spread HCV to ~20 others,  
predominantly in the first 3 years of infection2

Perceived risk of reinfection may hinder willingness of HCPs to provide treatment2,3

Persons who have been successfully cured can no longer transmit the virus to others.1

HCV Reinfection in 
People Who Inject Drugs

ABBV-US-00437-MC, V1, Approved May 2021 US Medical Affairs

Abbreviations
AASLD, American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases; GT, genotype; HCPs, health care professionals; HCV, hepatitis C virus; IDSA, Infectious Diseases Society 
of America; IDU, injection drug use; PWID, people who inject drugs; RNA, ribonucleic acid.

References 
1. AASLD and IDSA, HCV Guidance. Available at https://www.hcvguidelines.org. Accessed April 13, 2021. 2. Magiorkis G, et al. PloS Comput Biol. 2013;9(1):e1002876. 
3. Degenhardt L, et al. Lancet Glob Health. 2017;5(12):e1192–e1207. 4. Falade-Nwulia O, Sulkowski M. J Hepatol. 2017;66(2):267–269. 5. Midgard H, et al. J Hepatol. 
2016;65(1 Suppl):S33–S45. 6. Rossi C, et al. J Heptatol. 2018;69(5):1007–1014. 7. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Hepatitis C Virus & Injection Drug 
Use. https://www.cdc.gov/hepatitis/hcv/pdfs/factsheet-pwid.pdf. Last updated 2016. Accessed April 27, 2013 8. Karimi SE, et al. Subst Abuse Treat Prev Policy. 
2020;15(1):64. 

of all new hepatitis C infections occur  
in people who inject drugs170%

AASLD/IDSA guidelines state: “Active or recent drug use or concerns 
regarding reinfection are not contraindications to treatment”1

At least annual HCV-RNA testing is recommended for PWID with  
recent injection drug use after they have spontaneously cleared  
HCV infection or have been successfully treated1

>

Resolved infection does not confer immunity. Reinfection is possible in 
anyone after viral cure or spontaneous clearance if exposed to HCV4,5

Reinfection Rates6*:

*per 100 
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What is reinfection?
Detectable virus following a cure or spontaneous 

clearance.4* Reinfection rates are higher 
in active PWID without harm reduction.4,5

How is it different 
from virologic failure?

Relapse generally occurs within 4 weeks after 
completing treatment and is driven by 

reemergence of the same HCV GT/strain.4
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Strategies to reduce the risk of 
HCV reinfection in PWID include1,8
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*Cure is defined as undetectable virus ≥12 weeks after HCV treatment, also known as 
sustained virologic response.

HCV can survive on dry surfaces and injection equipment for up to 6 weeks.7


