
Pregnant persons with detectable HCV RNA 
Pregnant persons with detectable HCV RNA are considered to have HCV infection. 
If HCV antibody results are positive but no HCV RNA results are available, pregnant 
persons are considered to have probable HCV infection*

Perform HCV RNA test
• Infants with detectable HCV RNA should be managed in consultation with
 a healthcare provider who has expertise in pediatric hepatitis C management

• Infants with undetectable HCV RNA do not require further follow-up

*Because a pregnant person with detectable HCV RNA at any time during pregnancy (even if followed by an undetectable HCV RNA test) can potentially transmit 
HCV, the infant should be tested for HCV RNA. If no HCV test from pregnancy is available and the most recent HCV RNA test is positive in the absence of treatment, 
a pregnant person is considered to have an HCV infection. Similarly, if no HCV test from pregnancy is available and the most recent HCV antibody test is reactive 
in the absence of an undetectable HCV RNA test or treatment, a pregnant person is considered to have a probable HCV infection. 

Recommendations for perinatally exposed† infants aged 2-6 months

Recommended testing sequence

 

Which infants and children should be tested?
All infants and children born from persons with current or probable 
HCV infection should be tested for HCV

HCV RNA test at age 2 – 6 months‡

HCV RNA 
detected

HCV RNA 
not detected

 No HCV infection; 
no further follow-up 

needed§

Current 
HCV infection;

link to care

†Perinatally exposed children are born from pregnant persons with HCV infection.
‡O�-label use of an FDA-approved diagnostic test requires validation by the testing laboratory.

§No further follow-up needed after a negative result from an HCV RNA test performed at age 2-6 months unless 
clinically warranted (i.e., clinical symptoms or signs or laboratory �ndings consistent with HCV infection). 

CDC Testing Recommendations:
HCV testing among perinatally exposed 
infants and children



Recommendations for perinatally exposed† infants aged 7-17 months 
and children aged ≥18 months
Perform HCV RNA test
• On infants and children aged 7-17 months who have not been previously tested‡ for HCV RNA

Perform HCV antibody test
• On children aged ≥18 months who have not been previously tested‡ should receive HCV antibody 
 testing with re�ex to HCV RNA testing 

Recommended testing sequence

HCV Ab test if aged ≥18 months and not previously tested

Reactive Nonreactive

 No HCV infection; 
no further follow-up 

needed

 

HCV RNA 
detected

HCV RNA 
not detected

Current HCV 
infection;

link to care

No current 
HCV infection;

no further 
follow-up 

needed

†Perinatally exposed children are born from persons with HCV infection.
 ııNot tested for perinatal HCV transmission with HCV RNA at age 2-17 months. 
¶A test for HCV RNA performed on specimens that are anti-HCV reactive.

Ab=antibody; FDA=Food and Drug Administration; HCV=hepatitis C virus; RNA=ribonucleic acid
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Re�ex to 
HCV RNA test ıı
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